
 

 

Wantastiquet Subcommittee 

of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions 

Wednesday, May 13, 2020 

Video Conference Call 

Meeting Minutes  

 

Attendees 

 

Walpole Samantha Loch  Westminster Paul Harlow  

Walpole   Westminster Jim Calchera ✓ 

Westmoreland Perry Sawyer ✓ Putney Joe Grutta  

Westmoreland   Putney   

Chesterfield Roland Volbehr ✓ Dummerston Daniel Marx  

Chesterfield   Dummerston Jack Lilly  

Hinsdale Mike Darcy (in process)  Brattleboro Kathy Urffer ✓ 

Hinsdale   Brattleboro Michael Fairchild ✓ 

Vernon Andy White ✓    

Vernon      

 

Darlene Conca (Permit Applicant); Edwin Smith (CRJC Commissioner, Hinsdale); Olivia Uyizeye (Staff) 

 

Minutes 

Uyizeye called the meeting, conducted via conference call, to order at 5:15PM under the 
emergency provisions of RSA 91-A, New Hampshire’s Right-to-Know law, as allowed by 
Emergency Order 11 under Executive Order 2020-04 in light of the COVID-19 outbreak.  
 

1. Review of Conference Call Tools and Public Meeting Guidelines 

Attendees were oriented to zoom conference call features (mute, raise hand, chat room) 
including key pad phone controls and how to request technical support. 
 

2. Welcome and Introductions 

Uyizeye welcomes representatives and guests to the call, asking for a representative to 

volunteer to aid in meeting facilitation. Urffer volunteers to act in this role for today’s public 

meeting. Introductions of representatives and guests are made by roll call. 

 

3. Permit Reviews 

a. West Chesterfield Boat Dock Application – Darlene Conca 

Urffer opens up discussion on the permit application from Darlene Conca in regards to a dock 

installation.  



 

 

Fairchild performed a site visit with Conca. He explains that the plans proposed fit into current 

uses of the shoreline of neighboring properties, with multiple boat docks in use. The applicant 

is only looking to duplicate what others are doing along that stretch of the river. 

Calchera asks if any trees will be removed and methods for erosion control. Conca responds 

that there are no erosion issues. Conca explains that the stairs are not permanent, but rather 

have the ability to be lifted in and out as needed. A couple of tree limbs might need to be 

removed to allow this movement, but no trees as a whole. 

Urffer indicates that the application will need to be changed to reflect that the location is 

within a designated river corridor. Conca indicates that she is aware and the change will be 

made. 

Urffer explains that she has seen chunks of styrofoam floating in the river that had fallen off 

docks where not enclosed. Conca responds that the dock design does not include any 

styrofoam. It is an aluminum system with barrels, design by Easy Dock out of Hudson NH. 

Urffer asks if there is much fluctuation of river levels near her property. Conca says that the 

river can get pretty high. There is a mud shelf that results in the need for an extension on the 

dock in order to reach out over the shelf and into the water. Fairchild confirms this is what he 

saw on the site visit and that current the water level is dropped about 3 feet. This is likely 

because the upstream dam had recently released water as Fairchild saw a strong current about 

a week ago, possibly in preparation for maintenance. Alternatively, White says they might be 

preparing for coming rains. 

Urffer asks if there are any other questions on the permit. Urffer makes a motion to support the 

application as written and waive any future right to comment. Volbehr seconds the motion. The 

motion passes unanimously by roll call. 

Conca thanks the subcommittee for their time and attention. 

 

4. VRAP Pilot 

White asks how the VRAP training with Michele Condon went. Urffer responds that it went well 

and that attendees decided to move forward. Urffer explains that the intention is to follow 

VRAP protocol to monitor for water quality variables at five locations – Arch Street and Vilas 

Bridges in Walpole/Rockingham; Route 123 Bridge in Walpole/Westminster; Route 9 Bridge in 

Chesterfield/Brattleboro; and Route 119 Bridges in Hinsdale/Brattleboro. Urffer and Grutta 

have agreed to kickoff the testing with plans to go out once a month for the duration of the 

season. Urffer explains that they would like to work out kinks together and then invite others to 

join later on, as able. Grutta had intended to work on this project with BUHS students, but with 

COVID, this will not be feasible. Urffer plans to pick up the equipment on May 21st. The LRS can 

hold on to the equipment all summer. Urffer will share the testing schedule, along with phone 

numbers, once ready. 

 



 

 

5. Approve Meeting Minutes (February) 

Sawyer makes a motion to accept the minutes as written. Volbehr seconds the motion. The 

motion passes unanimously by roll call. 

 

6. Rotating Chair – Nomination for Next Meeting 

White indicates openness to acting as chair for the next public meeting and asks what it 

involves. Uyizeye explains that the chair coordinates with staff on the agenda and scheduling, 

facilitates the meeting, and is familiar with content. White suggests that we might consider an 

outdoor meeting at a site with internet access along the river. Representatives indicate interest. 

Urffer makes a motion to enable White as the LRS Chair for the next Wantastiquet meeting. 

Sawyer seconds the motion. The motion passes unanimously by roll call. 

The next meeting is agreed to be held on July 22nd at 6pm, location to be determined. 

 

7. Other Updates & Business 

8. Adjourn 

Urffer makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. Volbehr seconds the motion. The motion passes 

unanimously by roll call. The meeting is adjourned at 5:45pm. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Olivia Uyizeye 
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